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opened. new industries are being established and incentives are being
thought of to encourage the establishment of more and more, particularly
those with a high-income and high-employment potental.

Better facilities are mow available for easier communicadon and trans-
portation so that the distribution of goods and services would be wider. . In
consonance with a public policy to gear economic development for the
benefit of the rural people the national system of highway has been expanded.
Even more significant is the construction of feeder roads which frees the
remote barrios from the bondage of isolation.

Trade, both foreign and domestic has increased its volume.
savings has consistently grown and credit facilities have expanded.- .

Inspite-of a deliberate limitation in the expansion of the social fields,
development in that area is most encouraging. The national health has
improved. Infant mortality has dropped from 114 in 1948 to 94 in 1955,
Over-all death .rate has gone down ta 10 per 1000 pepulation. .Today

 we can expect to live 51 years compared to only 40 years life expectancy - -

a generation ago. Malaria and influenza are mo longer health menaces.

We do not any more have periodic epidemics of dysentery, cholera and "

typhoid. 'We are gradually building up our rural health services and the

medical facilities to reach even the remotest corrounity in our country. =~ -
Particularly during the last five years, education has begun to ‘take

a new look. This is characterized by an expansion of the education for
vocational skills needed in economic development. The accent is now
on the man who produces, thus developing a new kind of dignity. Train-
ing in agriculture, in industrial arts, in the trades, in handicraft and in the

distribution of goods is beginning to gain acceptance along side witk the

professions.

We are starting a housing program which will guarantee to the low-
income industrial family and to the rural family as well a comforiable home
at a cost within the limits of their income. : '

As we look over the entire picture, we see a Phifippines different from
“what it was ten years ago. ' :

The physical features of our‘towns and cities are better looking than
they ever were. The rural areas are throbbing with life and activity. - In-
dustries unthought of in the pasr are now sprouting at satisfactory speed.
Peace and order is better than it was in previous years. We are indeed a
fast developing country but as the rewards of achievement pile up, new
challenges are sounded, new frontiers open up, new tasks await the labor,

- the leadership and the vision of every citizen.

This unprecedented development has not come accidentally. This is

the result of a planned, of a directed national effort in economic develop-
ment. Such still need to ke done and efforts must be maintained.
, Our aspirations are dynamic. As we reach our goals, there are new
and higher goals to reach up for. New demands are and sull be imposed
calling for the highest degree of national discipline and dedication. As
befits a democracy, the demands of economic development and the benefits
therefrom must be shared equitably by all.

- The President of the Republic has set forth the fundamental 6bjectiva
of our economic development effort. .. “to provide 2 progressively increasing

Institution -
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z svster: of priorities whict: will eohance a balanced development in both
thie mareria. and non-material aspecis of commumniiy living.  Coordinated
nationa: planning and policy formulation assures a certain degree of stability
in government and in the country’s economy. Goordination for cormmunity
improvement sweeps down to implementation with the organization during
the past few months of the Presidential Assistant on Community Develop-
ment. This agency does not take over the community improvement func-
tions of the other departments. It only makes possible that coordinated
approach to the community through a common worker—the community
development officer.

What does all this imply? We are a democracy. The government is
only an instrument by which people may voice their will and translate their
authority. The final responsibility for the improvement of-the conditions
of living lies with the people themselves. It is therefore, imperative that
we become .aware of our needs well enough.to desire for the fulfillment
of those needs. It is necessary that we become aware of our potential
capacity to produce the goods and services with which to meet our needs.

This awareness is probably the most dynamic thing in community improve-

ment. How this awareness can be quickened is our common problem.

Sociologists have been looked upon as swivel chair thinkers, as college
professors who love to peer into corners and bring out skeletons. They
have been known as people who can tell why a cat died but who could
not have done anvthing to prevent the cat from dying. It surprised me
indeed to find that the sociologists are now taking an active interest in
community improvement—in progress and are anxious to help in the further-
ance of the development objectives. 1 see great possibilities for your par-
ticipation in this program. You can, more than any other group keep this
government constantly aware that society is a dynamic and changing thing.
You can keep reminding the government that its great task is to help people
keep abreast of changes and to give direction and guidance so that these
changes may be utilized for the increased security and happiness of all
You can find the effects of induced technological changes which must be
introduced to increase our material wealth on the “value” pattern of the
‘people. We who have been elected by you to represent the interest of the
masses of the people are eager to increase the return from'economic and
development. You can tell us why progress can not be faster. -Or can it?

.

We desire that these returns be used ‘for community improvement and the

furtherance of the common weal. How can this be achieved?
"~ During this Conference, I hope you find the answer.
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o cMillan of the 1.C.A. staff for the following statement of
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Principal Objectives of the Community Development‘ Program

10 581 in 1 Vi Vi I
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2

To T
increase the productivity and income of the rural population
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